Chairman’s Report
It is hard to believe that we have now completed three years of our five year term.  It will soon be time to consider the need to hold a further ballot to determine whether the Leisure BID continues in existence.

Businesses have found it difficult to continue operating in the current economic climate and leisure operators have been no exception.

The challenge for the BID has been to endeavour to provide a more favourable trading environment for leisure operators within Nottingham City Centre.

In an effort to achieve that aim a number of projects have been initiated or supported by the BID.  These include the food and drink festival, Taxi Marshalls, street pastors and Best Bar None. 

The BID has also supported Nottingham City Council, Nottingham Business Against Crime and Nottinghamshire Police in their efforts to achieve Beacon status and Purple Flag accreditation.  Both applications were successful and the City Council is actively seeking to promote the fact that Purple Flag status is an acknowledgement that Nottingham is a safe place to be at night following independent objective assessment.
I should add that the Purple Flag status is not something that can be readily acquired.   It requires an application which includes a fee.  An objective assessment is carried out by independent individuals.  A Purple Flag only being awarded to those towns and cities which achieve the requisite standards.  

The Purple Flag was awarded to Nottingham at a ceremony in Covent Garden.  The organisers were so impressed with Nottingham that they asked our Chief Executive to arrange the next awards ceremony.  With the help of the City Council a further award ceremony took place at the Council House in Nottingham in November last year.

Having attended both award ceremonies I can advise you that not all applicants were successful in obtaining a Purple Flag.  

The Nottingham Leisure BID is nationally recognised as a positive example of an initiative which contributes towards an approved environment.  The BID has been mentioned not only within central Government Departments but also at ministerial level.

Efforts are being made to have membership of the BID accepted as a means of achieving a discount on any late-night levy which may be imposed under the new licensing measures currently being debated in Parliament. 

On a more local level, I was extremely pleased to learn that there had been a favourable vote in respect of the retail BID for Nottingham City Centre.
I see a retail BID as another way of promoting Nottingham in a way which makes it more attractive to visitors with obvious benefits to leisure operators. 

With the support of the other Members of the Board, Sylvia and I have provided assistance to the retail BID Steering Group.

In January I attended the first meeting of the interim board of the Retail BID.

It is obviously the intention of both BID’s to work closely together in order to ensure that the resources of both BID’s are used to maximum mutual benefit.

In a further effort to avoid unnecessary duplication, a meeting was held with Jennifer Spencer, Chief Executive of Experience Nottinghamshire, following which Sylvia and Jennifer have been working more closely together in an effort to establish and achieve common goals.

The BID has not escaped the effect of the current economic climate.  Following decisions made by Central Government a number of Agencies will no longer exist which will deprive the BID of sources of funding.

Other organisations, most notably Diageo have been willing to support the BID.  I am particularly grateful to Mark Baird for his unstinting efforts to provide assistance in connection with various projects.

I am also grateful to individuals within the BID who have been able to identify possible sources of funding.  When we recently found ourselves in some difficulty following withdrawal of support for the Taxi Marshalls, thanks to a suggestion from Stephen Cooper, we were able to identify and obtain alternative funding.
It is to be expected that there will be some changes in personnel as time goes by.  The BID is not immune to those changes.  We have sadly lost the services as Directors of Brian Rigby, Andrew Fox, Stephen Beckett, John Shorrock, Jim Anderson and Stuart Knowles.  It goes without saying that we are grateful to all of them for their contribution to the BID.

I am pleased to say that we have been joined by new Directors Gary Thompson, Jerry Nicholls, Daniel Carver-Wynne, Henrik Jespersen, John Yarham, Arfan Razak and Stephen Cooper.

I could not conclude my report without mentioning our Chief Executive Sylvia Manser and thanking her for all her hard work throughout the year.  I mentioned the challenges that we must meet but within the BID it is Sylvia that deals with them on a daily basis.

On a personal note I am anxious to continue making efforts to facilitate the development of the City Centre by means of an effective partnership between all the interested parties.

With that in mind I hope that we can continue working with Nottingham City Council, Nottinghamshire Police, Nottingham Business against Crime, Experience Nottinghamshire and the other bodies who all have a vested interest in seeing Nottingham prosper.

It will only be possible to achieve the aims of the BID with the continued support of its members.  By support I not only mean the financial levy but also the time that individuals can spare to support the various projects.  There is no stipulation as to how much time must be given to the BID.  Whether an individual is a Member of the Board, belongs to one of the steering groups or provides an idea for a future project, their contribution however small, is greatly appreciated.
We will now be working towards the re-ballot in the hope that we can gain sufficient support to continue the positive efforts that we have made so far on behalf of the leisure industry in Nottingham.  Sylvia will make further reference to the re-ballot in the Chief Executive’s report.  

In closing, I would like to thank the Board for the time which they have spent during the past year in supporting the leisure BID.

David Lucas

Chairman

17th February 2011
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